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by the trammels of a selfish and uncharitable
religion*

Superstition has been always found to
decline in proportion to the progress of
learning. The awful phenomena so long
employed by priests to overawe the igno-
rant, are found to proceed from natural
causes, and the introduction of printing,
now in its infancy among the natives of In-
dia, may be expected to have the most be-
neficial effect*. It is to be hoped, that

wealth

* We are all acquainted with the wonderful effects of
this invention on the manners of men in the 15th cen-
tury. Although learning is to be found among the na-
tives of India, yet it is now almost entirely confined to
the Brahmins. The state of ignorance among the lower
orders is almost as great in India as it was then in Eu-
rope. The period is, I conceive, not far distant, when
the long hidden policy of, the priests will be laid open,
through the medium of the press, to the public eye.
Until this period arrives, it would be equally bad policy
to remove all restraints from the pre$s; as to interfere
with the religion of the natives.